
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  o u r  C H A P P S

N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  2 0 2 0 !

 

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  o u r  p a s t  p u p i l s  a n d

s h a r i n g  n e w s  o f  w h e r e  y o u  a r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  w h a t

y o u  a r e  u p  t o .  

 

W e  h a v e  s o m e  e x c i t i n g  t h i n g s  p l a n n e d  f o r  o u r

A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s h a r i n g  t h e s e  w i t h

y o u .  

H E L L O  C H A P P S

 

C H A P P S  N E W S L E T T E R
 J U N E  2 0 2 0



Robyn Gru i j ters  jo ined the Cowan House team in

February 2020 as  the Alumni  and Foundation

Coordinator .  Having previous ly  spent  10  years

work ing at  Michaelhouse in  the Her i tage and Old

Boys Off ice,  she br ings a wealth  of  exper ience

and knowledge to  our  school  and the

establ ishment  of  our  own Foundat ion and Alumni

Assoc iat ion .  

 

We are exc i ted by Robyn’s  innovat ive ideas and

the energy she br ings to  the Foundat ion.   

MEET ROBYN GRUIJTERS

We welcome her  to  the Cowan House Fami ly .

Happy 72nd Birthday Cowan House 



CHAPPS IN THE NEWS

SHARKS SELECTION

 

Congratu lat ions  to  Cowan House Old Boy,  Wi l l iam

Proudfoot  (C lass  of  2015)  who has s igned up with

The Sharks  for  the 2021  season.  Wi l l iam current ly

attends Hi l ton Col lege.  Wel l  Done,  Wi l l iam!

USA MEN'S U20 RUGBY ROSTER

 

Another  Old Boy making waves in  the Rugby

wor ld i s  Ty Nelson (Class  of  2013)  who was

recent ly  se lected for  the USA Men's  U20

Rugby Roster .



MAKING A DIFFERENCE

 

Grant  Warren -  uMngeni  Rel ief  Network |  Cowan House 1978 -  1979

 

At  Cowan House,  I  d iscovered a love for  sport ,  nature (part icu lar ly   b i rd ing) ,  fr iends and

misch ief !  I  d iscovered myself .  I  d iscovered that  teachers  were not  ogres with  a  miss ion to

oppress  but  were there to  mentor,  support  and bui ld  you.  To my surpr ise,  I  d iscovered that

studying and learn ing could be fun!

 

When I  left  Cowan House in  1979,  I  had on ly  been there for  2  short  years  but  I  be l ieve those

years,  in  combinat ion with  my farm upbr inging,  set  the foundat ion for  my value system.  For  me,

Cowan House was a p lace which valued exper iences and re lat ionsh ips  above mater ia l  weal th .  I

have l i fe long fr iends from Cowan House as  do my 3 sons who a l l  at tended the same school .  

 

I  s trongly  be l ieve that  the measure of  wealth  or  success  should be in  terms of  the impact  you

have on those you encounter .  In  my capaci ty  as  the owner of  La Pet i te  France,  I  therefore

value a pos i t ive,  happy and respectfu l  work ing environment  which values each staff  member

and empowers them to contr ibute and add value to  the ir  work .  I  am proud of  the long,  and

somet imes very d iff icu l t  road,  we've travel led together  and I  der ive great  joy from see ing how

their  fami l ies '  l ives  have improved.  

 

Al though,  the lockdown regulat ions  have d irect ly  impacted on my bus iness  by abrupt ly  cutt ing

off  the market  I  had in  supply ing the serv ice industry,  we have st i l l  been able  to  operate and

surv ive.  For  th is  I  am very gratefu l .  I  was a lso  very g lad to  be able  to  contr ibute to  the

incredib le  uMngeni  Rel ief  Network feeding scheme by offer ing my barn,  usual ly  the venue for

the Kark loof  Farmers  Market ,  as  the d istr ibut ion warehouse.  

 

I  was pr iv i leged and very fortunate to  be able  to  attend Cowan House as  wel l  as  to  have the

opportun i ty  to  send my ch i ldren there.  I  would l ike  to  be l ieve that  a l l  who have had that

opportun i ty  are aware of  th is  and the ir  respons ib i l i ty  be a pos i t ive inf luence on those around

them.  

 

Whatever  the contr ibut ion,  large or  smal l ,  our  soc iety needs th is !

 



G E T  I N  T O U C H

F a c e b o o k  &  I G  @ c o w a n h o u s e f o u n d a t i o n   0 3 3  3 4 3  3 2 6 1

f o u n d a t i o n @ c o w a n h o u s e . c o . z a

F R O M  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N  C H A I R M A N

Dear Fe l low Past  Pupi ls

 

I  hope,  by now, that  your  l ives  are return ing to  some form of  normalcy.  I t  i s  exc i t ing

to see Cowan House opening up again  and to  see the ch i ldren once again  be ing

able  to  take advantage of  and enjoy th is  wonderfu l  space for  learn ing.

 

I t  i s  in  d i ff icu l t  t imes l ike  these that  we tru ly  come to  apprec iate and understand the

importance of  fami ly .  Cowan House is  no d ifferent  and i t  i s  th is  school  fami ly  that

ensures  that  Cowan House cont inues to  de l iver  the except ional  product  i t  does .  We

are a l l  a  product  of  th is  wonderfu l  school  environment  and i t  was here that  we learnt

l i fe long values for  which we need to  be forever  gratefu l .  Having enjoyed the

pr iv i lege that  i s  a  Cowan House educat ion,  and to  ensure that  i t  cont inues and

endures,  we need to  support  the school  in  whichever  way we can.

 

I t  i s  essent ia l  that  we have an up to  date base and we have been work ing earnest ly

at  gett ing th is  done.  Contact  with  our  past  pupi ls  i s  cr i t ica l  in  order  for  us  to  create a

network to  serve them.  Should you be able  to  ass is t  us  in  making contact  with  Past

Pupi ls  from your  own t ime at  Cowan House,  p lease do get  in  touch with  Robyn on

foundat ion@cowanhouse.co.za .

 

We would love to  hear  from you!  P lease share your  news,  ach ievements  and

successes,  as  wel l  as  b i r ths,  marr iages and bereavements .  

 

Our  Foundat ion webs i te  and Prospectus  wi l l  be launched in  the coming weeks and we

look forward to  shar ing these with  you.  Both wi l l  prov ide ins ight  to  the work the

Foundat ion is  undertak ing and pro jects  go ing forward.           

 

We look forward to  connect ing with  you,  and you to  each other .

 

Yours  s incere ly  

Bruce Peatt ie  

Foundat ion Chairman & Past  Pupi l


