
The strength of education. The power of community. 



The  Foundation Chairman
For three generations we, as a family, have passed through the Cowan House gates, as pupils,  
parents and grandparents. In this time the values and beliefs of Cowan House have not  
wavered. Since its foundation by David Black in 1948, the School has moved premises, survived a  
devastating fire and successfully introduced girls, and it continues to adjust  today to an  
ever-changing educational landscape.

It is essential for us to adapt and change in order to ensure that Cowan House remains a leader in 
primary school education. The fast-changing economic conditions in our country, rising costs, in-
flation and slow growth mean that a school can no longer rely on its school fees alone to ensure that 
it remains financially secure and at the forefront of a modern and relevant education. The decision 
was therefore made in 2015 to establish the Cowan House Foundation.

The purpose of the Foundation is to create a capital fund to ensure the long-term financial  
sustainability of the School through a variety of channels. This would thereby allow it to focus on 
the sound educational principles on which it is based and to continue to offer its pupils the best 
possible education. 

BRUCE PEATTIE
Chairman, Past Pupil and Past Parent 

The Headmaster
At Cowan House, education is dynamic, innovative and stimulating in a kind and caring   
environment. We aim to create an enriching space which provides experiences and  opportunities 
for young minds to be challenged and developed, acquiring the necessary skills to embrace a 
rapidly changing world.

Cowan House strives to produce bold decision makers, intuitive reasoners, lateral thinkers, problem 
solvers, moral and ethical human beings, as well as responsible citizens.

To achieve our aim and objectives requires much running capital and this cannot be achieved 
solely through school fees. Other streams of income play an important role in the future success 
and sustainability of our special school. A successful Cowan House  Foundation is crucial to our 
future generations. 

We would love to partner with you to see this vision become reality!

DEREK BRAANS
Headmaster



The strength of education. The power of community. 

Who is Cowan House?
Cowan House is a unique, co-educational school committed to providing the broadest and balanced 
education for both day and boarding scholars in a stimulating and happy environment. 

THE EMPHASIS AT COWAN HOUSE IS TO BE ONE’S BEST. 

The children are encouraged to:
• Understand and believe in themselves,
• Achieve to the best of their ability 
• Be caring individuals
• Be goal-driven 

We encourage all-round development of children, ensuring that they leave Cowan House confident 
and well-equipped, not only for senior school but for success in an ever-changing world. All of this, 
while having fun and remaining passionate about life. 

Cowan House is situated on 10-hectares in the scenic suburb of Hilton, just 10 minutes outside  
Pietermaritzburg, in the beautiful KwaZulu Natal Midlands.
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Funding challenges
Affordability is one of the biggest challenges facing Cowan House School today, as it is with 
all independent schools worldwide. The ever-increasing fees associated with offering a quality  
education remains a challenging factor in the success of recruiting children to our school. 

Our formal fundraising initiative allows us to grow our capital requirements and campus facilities 
while keeping fees within the reach of students who would benefit most from such an education. 
This in turn allows us to provide for those who would otherwise not have access to a privileged 
education.

Cowan House Foundation
The Cowan House Foundation is a registered Trust created for the purpose of ensuring the  
long-term financial sustainability and continued educational advancement of Cowan House 
School. The Foundation is managed by a Board of Trustees and is subject to an annual audit. The  
Foundation is a registered Non-Profit Organisation (204-325NPO) and has been  
approved a Public Benefit Organisation (PBO Number: 930062558) in terms of the 
provisions of the Income Tax Act 58 of 1962.

The relevant certificates relating to the tax deductibility of donations to the Cowan House  
Foundation can be provided on request. 

Cowan House Foundation Projects
Our various funding initiatives will provide the Cowan House Foundation with a revenue stream 
with which to support the school, through the implementation of the following projects.

2



THE JOY BLACK  
BURSARY FUND

At present, Cowan House offers bursary and  
financial assistance (on application) to a  
number of deserving pupils through its own 
school funds – The Endowment Fund. The  
Foundation seeks to offer a more sustainable  
vehicle, by providing an established framework  
whereby donors can contribute to a specific 
bursary fund managed by the Trust, and  
thereby alleviating the pressure on the  
school’s operational finances. 

The Fund will enable the school to offer places  
and financial assistance to prospective and 
current Cowan House children, who display a 
variety of exceptional characteristics making 
them suitable candidates. Cowan House will  
continue to facilitate the selection of these  
pupils through its regular admissions process, 
with the Trust providing the funding.

Bursaries and financial assistance are of great 
importance within our schools and within our 
country – not only to attract a culturally diverse 
group of learners but also to be able to afford a 
quality, private education to those who may not 
have the means or access to this ordinarily.

Co-Founder of Cowan House Preparatory School, 
Joy Black’s love and dedication for the school  
and the children who attended it, is a cornerstone 
of the institution we enjoy today. In a teaching 
career that spanned almost 60 years, Joy taught 
three generations of children, some now grand-
parents themselves, and she worked alongside 
five of Cowan House’s seven headmasters, includ-
ing her own son, Chris Black. Joy is especially 
well-remembered and appreciated by numerous 
past pupils, many of whom still  attribute their  
ability to read or spell to the extra lessons they  
attended with Mrs Black during their early  
school years.

CAPITAL PROJECTS

Cowan House has been through many campus 
changes in its history, from early beginnings 
in Mountain Rise, to the devastating fire in the 
1990s, to its unique and beautiful 10-hectare  
residence in Hilton today. Capital projects and 
the ever-evolving campus needs can never 
be far from the mandate of the Cowan House  
Foundation. 

Recent years have seen significant amounts 
spent on the development of the Music Block, 
Girls’ Boarding facility, new classroom block,  
Innovation Centre, and upgraded Media and  
Resource Library, which will make way for  
upgraded administrative office space. Plans to  
upgrade the Boarding facilities are well  
underway and we have already begun a funding  
and strategy phase for Cowan House’s own  
Astroturf facility. The school continues to  
identify a number of additional facilities for 
which funding will be required.  

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

The Cowan House Foundation is aware of the 
privilege and access to resources which many 
of our learners enjoy. It is therefore our duty, 
to continually assess our community needs  
and our involvement in making it a better  
place. Cowan House offers a solid social  
responsibility programme which benefits  
several organisations – iThemba, The  
Sunflower Fund, Save the Rhino, CHOC,  
Pietermaritzburg Children’s Home and  
Kenosis. Our active Ecokids Club places  
us firmly at the centre of concern for our  
environment and the world we live in. We are 
planning to extend our involvement within our 
surrounding communities and are looking to 
partner with suitable donors passionate about 
community engagement and the environment.    

BEQUESTS

Leaving a gift in your Will to the Cowan House 
Foundation is a very special act of generosity 
and foresight.

We all have the capacity to enhance the life  
opportunities of others through a gift in our  
Will. Every bequest, however small or large, is 
gratefully received, and makes a difference to 
our capacity to meet the long term needs and 
sustainability of Cowan House. 

If you share our vision, please consider including  
us in your Will. Your very special gift will help 
transform lives for years to come.
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Contact the Cowan House Foundation
ROBYN GRUIJTERS  |  COWAN HOUSE FOUNDATION & ALUMNI
 082 417 2586 |  033 343 3261 |  foundation@cowanhouse.co.za 

  www.cowanhousefoundation.co.za

TAX BENEFITS

Donations to the Cowan House Foundation are 
tax deductible in terms of Section 18A. Both  
individuals and corporates are entitled to  
deduct donations for up to 10% of their  
taxable income. Simply put, money which  
otherwise would have been spent on tax can be 
donated instead for the benefit of our children.

BENEFACTION & ASSOCIATION

The Cowan House Foundation is privileged to 

work with you in discerning where you would 
prefer to contribute. As a donor, you are invit-
ed to choose where your funds will be placed 
and what purpose they will fulfil. Funds are then 
ringfenced accordingly and used for the purpose 
for which they were donated. 

Naming rights to bursary funds and/or capital 
projects can be negotiated according to terms 
and conditions. We value our donors and look 
forward to keeping you informed of progress 
and feedback in terms of how your funds are  
being used.
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